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Bible Study for All: Sundays at 9:15 am
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Welcome
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! More than 500 people saw the risen Christ. Everyone
has to believe this now, right? Instead of the world believing in the risen Christ, Christians
were persecuted and many people still didn’t believe. With these setbacks, it was as if
the turning point hadn’t really happened and defeat was still coming our way. Today we
see why we continue to preach the risen Christ in spite of setbacks.

Guests & Visitors
We are so thankful that you joined us for worship! Please fill out a guest card located
underneath the second and fourth chair in front of you and give this card to the pastor
or fill out our online guestbook on our church website. If there is any other way that we
can serve you, please let us know. God bless your worship!

Information
Restrooms are located on your right as you exit the back of the sanctuary.
The Fellowship Hall is located to the left of the sanctuary.
A Playroom & Nursery are available for small children, located to your right as you exit
the back of the sanctuary, near the entrance to the Ladies’ Restroom.
Worship Folders & Children’s Bulletins and crayons are available on the table to the
right of the center doors of the sanctuary.
Prayer Requests can be made by filling out the prayer request book as you enter church
or by speaking with the pastor.

Serving in Worship
Music: William Klein
Ushers: Harry Short & Eric Meinzen
Acolyte: Darius McAdams
Lay Reader: Adam Horne
Communion Assistant: Adam Horne
Worship Leader: Pastor Jonathan Klein
Light of the Valley is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS).
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Order of Worship
In our worship, God comes to us in his Word and his Sacraments, and we respond with our praise and
thanksgiving to him. All are welcome to participate as indicated. The parts marked M are spoken or sung
by the minister, and the parts marked C are spoken or sung by everyone in the congregation.
STAND
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Entrance Psalm
The entire congregation is invited to sing both the refrain and all the verses.
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Prayer of the Day
M: Let us pray: O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their
fears with your word of peace. Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and
banish our fears with the comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C: Amen.
BE SEATED

The Word of God
This section is the heart and high point of our service. What follows is the certain Word of God that has
called us to faith and strengthens our faith in Jesus as our Savior from sin, death, and the devil.

First Bible Reading: Acts 5:12, 17-32
12

The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people. And all
the believers used to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade.
17

Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of
the Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 18 They arrested the apostles and put
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them in the public jail.

19

But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the

doors of the jail and brought them out. 20 “Go, stand in the temple courts,” he
said, “and tell the people all about this new life.”
21

At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and began

to teach the people.
When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the
Sanhedrin—the full assembly of the elders of Israel—and sent to the jail for the
apostles. 22 But on arriving at the jail, the officers did not find them there. So they
went back and reported, 23 “We found the jail securely locked, with the guards
standing at the doors; but when we opened them, we found no one inside.” 24 On
hearing this report, the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests were at
a loss, wondering what this might lead to.
25

Then someone came and said, “Look! The men you put in jail are standing in
the temple courts teaching the people.” 26 At that, the captain went with his
officers and brought the apostles. They did not use force, because they feared
that the people would stone them.
27

The apostles were brought in and made to appear before the Sanhedrin to be
questioned by the high priest. 28 “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this
name,” he said. “Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are
determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.”
29

Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human

beings! 30 The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead—whom you killed
by hanging him on a cross. 31 God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince
and Savior that he might bring Israel to repentance and forgive their sins. 32 We
are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to
those who obey him.”
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Psalm 63
The congregation is invited to sing the refrain while the pastor sings the verses.
Refrain

M: O God, you are my God; for you I long; for you my soul is thirsting. My body
pines for you like a dry, weary land without water. So I gaze on you in the
sanctuary to see your strength and your glory.
C: Refrain
M: For your love is better than life, my lips will speak your praise. So I will bless
you all my life, in your name I will lift up my hands. My soul shall be filled as
with a banquet, my mouth shall praise you with joy.
C: Refrain
M: On my bed I remember you. On you I muse through the night for you have
been my help; in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. My soul clings to you;
your right hand holds me fast.
C: Refrain
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Second Bible Reading: Revelation 1:4-18
4

John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia:

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and
from the seven spirits before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the
faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the
earth.
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made
us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory
and power for ever and ever! Amen.
7

“Look, he is coming with the clouds,” and “every eye will see him, even those
who pierced him”; and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.” So shall
it be! Amen.
8

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and

who is to come, the Almighty.”
9

I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient
endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the
word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit,
and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 11 which said: “Write on a
scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna,
Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”
12

I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned
I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone like
a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden
sash around his chest. 14 The hair on his head was white like wool, as white as
snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze glowing in
8|Page

a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right hand
he held seven stars, and coming out of his mouth was a sharp, double-edged
sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.
17

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand

on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living
One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys
of death and Hades.
STAND

The Gospel Reading: John 20:19-31
19

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together,
with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them
his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending
you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.
23
If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them,
they are not forgiven.”
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24

Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the

disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger
where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”
26

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them.

Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my
hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
28

Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”

29

Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
30

Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are

not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in
his name.
M: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
M: Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
BE SEATED

Children’s Message
The children are invited up to the front of church for a message from the pastor.
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Hymn of the Day: CW 145 Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won
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Sermon based on Revelation 1:4-18
The sermon, for the most part, is a one-sided conversation from the pastor meant to apply God’s Word
to your life. In order to help with this application, consider these questions during or after the sermon.

1) What setbacks have I experienced in sharing my Christian faith?

2) Despite the setbacks, what is still true about Jesus? How does that truth
encourage me to press on in sharing Jesus with others?

STAND
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In the confession of sins, we acknowledge our sins and ask God to forgive them. The absolution gives and
assures us that we are forgiven by the substitutionary life and death of Jesus Christ.

M: Build yourselves up in your most holy faith;
C: pray in the Holy Spirit.
M: Keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait
C: for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you eternal life.
M: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be
reconciled to God and to one another.
C: Gracious God, have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive our sins,
known and unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your
Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor
and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
M: The almighty and merciful Lord grants you pardon, forgiveness and
remission of all your sins.
C: Because Christ lived perfectly for me, died on the cross for me, and rose
from the dead for me, my sins are forgiven. Thank you, Lord Jesus. Help
me now to live for you. Amen.

13 | P a g e

You Are God; We Praise You
We sing a song of praise (traditionally called the “Te Deum”) of God’s great acts which change our lives
completely since he has uniquely and totally saved us. The worship leader sings the plain type sections
while the congregation sings the bolded sections.
Refrain
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BE SEATED

Thank Offering to God
The offering is an opportunity for us to return thanks to God for all that he has done for us. You can also
set up electronic giving with Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement, which you can find on our website
(www.lotvlayton.org) under the “Worship” tab or download it from any app store and start using it
today. Another way is to “Give By Text” by texting to 833-946-1361 the amount you wish to donate, using
the $ before the amount; then follow the instructions in the reply text. If you encounter any problems,
contact our Financial Secretary, Brian Koopman (801-510-1467; finsec@lotvlayton.org).
STAND
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Prayer of the Church
The Lord invites our prayers and asks that Christians pray for many people and circumstances. He
promises to listen to them and respond according to his will in a way that is best for us. With that in mind,
we approach our God with confidence and faith in him and his promises.

M: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your
promises by the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead.
C: Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
M: In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his
life to rescue the lost.
C: Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious
triumph.
M: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the
saints, and grant us confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us
the vision of your redeemed people standing before your throne and singing
the song of victory:
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C: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and
honor and glory and praise.
M: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and
new life to those around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted
to us: our time, our talents, and our treasures.
C: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you.
M: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the
suffering and the dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort
them with the hope of eternal life.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M: Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy
hearts, we come before you and say:
C: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
The following prayer is what Jesus himself taught his disciples. (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4)

M: And we pray the prayer that our Lord taught us…
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
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The Sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness
of sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear
witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns.

Words of Institution
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and
eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from
it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
BE SEATED

Distribution
On the basis of what God’s Word says, the Lord’s Supper is an expression of
unity in beliefs. Therefore, we kindly ask that only confirmed members of Light
of the Valley and of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod partake of Holy
Communion. We encourage those who would like to receive Holy Communion
with us to speak with the pastor before doing so.
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Distribution Hymn: Take and Eat
As the Lord’s Supper is being distributed, you are invited to sing with the refrain of “Take and Eat.”

STAND

Prayer after Communion
M: Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing us in this sacrament with your
body and blood. You have given us forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let us
always remain in you as a branch remains in the vine. Send us out in the
power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.
C: Amen.

Blessing
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Closing Hymn: CW 165:1, 5-8 O, Sons and Daughters of the King
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Take a moment to reflect on today’s message, one of the Bible readings, or on a hymn during the service.
Following the announcements, feel free to leave the chapel when you wish and join us in the fellowship
hall for some refreshments. Have a blessed week because Christ has risen indeed!
Copyright © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-720723.
Scripture quotations from the Holy Bible, New International Version, copyright 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011, International Bible Society.

Announcements
Book of Ecclesiastes Bible Study
Join us Sundays at 9:15 am as we study philosophy in the Bible, as presented in the book
of Ecclesiastes. Attend in person at church or via Google Meet (meet.google.com/pqvrkqb-zjo). The Bible study recordings will be made available through the link in the
weekly newsletter.

Book of Revelation Bible Study
A new midweek Bible study looking at the book of Revelation will be held Wednesdays
at 6:00 pm, beginning on April 27. For more information, please speak with Pastor Klein.

College Age Bible Study
Our college age Bible study on Romans continues Thursday, April 28 at 5:00 pm. For
more information, please contact Pastor Klein.

May Calendar Available
The May calendar is available on the information table by the bulletin board between
the restrooms. You can also download it on our church website (www.lotvlayton.org)
under the calendar tab.

Lutheran Recovery Group
There are many things in life that can threaten our relationship with Jesus. So, on Tuesday
nights at 7:00 pm, we have a recovery support group at Light of the Valley to strengthen
each other through God’s Word and to encourage one another. If you have questions,
please contact Faith York (920-691-2332; help@lotvlayton.org).

Advocates for Survivors of Abuse
Light of the Valley now has trained advocates available for survivors of domestic violence
and abuse, as well as anyone supporting survivors of domestic abuse. If you would like
to utilize this new resource, or are interested in becoming a trained advocate, please
contact Faith York (920-691-2332; help@lotvlayton.org).
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This Week at LOTV
Sunday, April 24
Monday, April 25
Tuesday, April 26

Wednesday, April 27
Thursday, April 28

Sunday, May 1

9:15 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm
10:00 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:15 am
10:30 am

Bible Study for All Ages
Worship w/ Holy Communion
Worship w/ Holy Communion
Homeschool Arts & Crafts
Safety Committee Meeting
Bible Information Class
Lutheran Recovery Group
Revelation Bible Study
College-Age Bible Study
Bible Information Class
AA Meeting
Bible Study for All Ages
Worship w/ Holy Communion

Church Membership: What Does it Mean?
There are over 80 member households at Light of the
Valley (LOTV). Church membership is the tangible
connection to the family of faith that is our
congregation. It is a connection consisting of unity in
the Bible’s teachings and commitment to the mission,
ministry, and members of this congregation. Participation in the Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper at LOTV says, among other things, that you are so united and committed to this
congregation and Christ’s service. Our Bible Information Class (BIC) explains the Bible’s
teachings as confessed by our Lutheran church. It also explains the mission and ministry
of this congregation so that inquirers can decide if they want to be committed members
of it. The current class offering is Tuesday nights at 6:00 pm. You can also listen the
lessons on our church website by clicking on the “Learn” and then the “Bible Information
Class” tabs on the main front-page menu.
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