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Welcome
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! We gather around an empty grave this Sunday not for
a funeral, but to see a turning point for all of us. The grave should be the place of ultimate
defeat for mankind. Yet on this day, we remember that Jesus rose from the dead! By
doing so, he dealt our enemy of death a fatal blow. His resurrection is a guarantee that
God will swallow up death forever for all people and dry every tear from our eyes.
Because Christ was raised from the dead, we are UNDEFEATED by death!

Guests & Visitors
We are so thankful that you joined us for worship! Please fill out a guest card located
underneath the second and fourth chair in front of you and give this card to the pastor
or fill out our online guestbook on our church website. If there is any other way that we
can serve you, please let us know. God bless your worship!

Information
Restrooms are located on your right as you exit the back of the sanctuary.
The Fellowship Hall is located to the left of the sanctuary.
A Playroom & Nursery are available for small children, located to your right as you exit
the back of the sanctuary, near the entrance to the Ladies’ Restroom.
Worship Folders & Children’s Bulletins and crayons are available on the table to the
right of the center doors of the sanctuary.
Prayer Requests can be made by filling out the prayer request book as you enter church
or by speaking with the pastor.

Serving in Worship
Music: Gail Vander Wal
Ushers: Gary Turck & Steve Vander Wal
Acolyte: Amaré McAdams
Lay Reader: Harry Short
Worship Leader: Pastor Jonathan Klein
Light of the Valley is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS).
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Order of Worship
In our worship, God comes to us in his Word and his Sacraments, and we respond with our praise and
thanksgiving to him. All are welcome to participate as indicated. The parts marked M are spoken or sung
by the minister, and the parts marked C are spoken or sung by everyone in the congregation.

Choir
The choir sings “Because He Lives, Amen” by Louie Giglio, Chris Tomlin, Matt Maher, and Jesse Reeves;
arranged by Mary McDonald.

Opening Sentences
STAND

M: The grace of our Lord (†) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.

The Holy Gospel: Luke 24:1-12
On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the
spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled
away from the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the
Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes
that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright the women bowed
down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you
look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember
how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be
delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised
again.’” 8 Then they remembered his words.
9

When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven
and to all the others. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of
James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But they did not
believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. 12 Peter,
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however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen
lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had
happened.
M: This is the Gospel of our Lord. Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Hymn: CW 157 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
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Confession & Absolution of Sins
In the confession of sins, we acknowledge our sins and ask God to forgive them. The absolution gives and
assures us that we are forgiven by the substitutionary life and death of Jesus Christ.

M: Holy and righteous God, you have commanded us to be perfect in our lives
— to trust you above all things, even our own mind; to love others and look
out for their interests, even ahead of our own interests; to think without
selfishness; to live without anger; to plan without greed. We cannot claim to
be perfect based on our efforts or attitudes, for we have all sinned. Our
conscience condemns us, and your law convicts us. We deserve grief and
shame and have earned your anger and punishment.
C: Lord, have mercy on us, and forgive our sins.
M: God, our Father, has had mercy on us, and has given His only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our
Lord Jesus Christ, you are saved from the curse of sin and completely
forgiven! By the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, death and hell have no
power over you! Go and sin no more.
C: Thank you, Lord, for your free and undeserved love which forgave all
our sins. Help me now to live in that new life you gifted to me.
M: Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Prayer of the Day
M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son you conquered death
and opened the gate to eternal life. Grant that we, who have been raised with
him through baptism, may walk in the newness of life and ever rejoice in the
hope of sharing his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you
and the Holy Spirit, be dominion and praise now and forever.
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BE SEATED

The Word of God
This section is the heart and high point of our service. What follows is the certain Word of God that has
called us to faith and strengthens our faith in Jesus as our Savior from sin, death, and the devil.

First Bible Reading: Isaiah 25:6-9
6

On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all
peoples, a banquet of aged wine— the best of meats and the finest of wines. 7
On this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet
that covers all nations; 8 he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign LORD
will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove his people’s disgrace from
all the earth. The LORD has spoken. 9 In that day they will say, “Surely this is our
God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. This is the LORD, we trusted in him; let
us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.”

Second Bible Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12-26, 51-57
12

But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some
of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection
of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been
raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15 More than that, we are
then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that
he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are
not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either.
17
And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.
18
Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life
we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.
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20

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who

have fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of
the dead comes also through a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will
be made alive. 23 But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes,
those who belong to him. 24 Then the end will come, when he hands over the
kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and
power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The
last enemy to be destroyed is death.
51

Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—

52

in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will
sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the
perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with
immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and
the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death
has been swallowed up in victory.” 55 “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O
death, is your sting?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.
57

But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

STAND
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Children’s Message
The children are invited up to the front of church for a message from the pastor.

Hymn of the Day: CW 163 Welcome, Happy Morning
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Sermon based on 1 Corinthians 15:12-26, 51-57
The sermon, for the most part, is a one-sided conversation from the pastor meant to apply God’s Word
to your life. In order to help with this application, consider these questions during or after the sermon.

1) What was the turning point in the battle against death?

2) How was Jesus undefeated by death? How are we?

STAND

Confession of Faith: Apostle’s Creed
The Creed is a summary of the Christian faith and a confession of the whole Christian Church on earth
concerning the teachings of Scripture and especially of the person of Jesus Christ. Believers join their
voices with one another and the whole Christian Church on earth to confess God’s truth.

M: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our Christian faith.
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated
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at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.
BE SEATED

Thank Offering to God
The offering is an opportunity for us to return thanks to God for all that he has done for us. You can also
set up electronic giving with Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement, which you can find on our website
(www.lotvlayton.org) under the “Worship” tab or download it from any app store and start using it
today. Another way is to “Give By Text” by texting to 833-946-1361 the amount you wish to donate, using
the $ before the amount; then follow the instructions in the reply text. If you encounter any problems,
contact our Financial Secretary, Brian Koopman (801-510-1467; finsec@lotvlayton.org).

Choir
The choir sings “In Christ Alone” by Stuart Townend and Keith Getty, arranged by David Angerman.

Prayer of the Church
The Lord invites our prayers and asks that Christians pray for many people and circumstances. He
promises to listen to them and respond according to his will in a way that is best for us. With that in mind,
we approach our God with confidence and faith in him and his promises.

M: O God of peace, who raised from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, we thank
and praise you for the mercy you have shown us through his glorious
resurrection. Help all to be faithful unto death that they may receive the
crown of life.
C: Fill all who hear the Easter Gospel this morning with the joy of the
resurrection, that they may walk in the newness of life in Christ.
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M: Almighty God, as Your Son on this day rose from the dead for us, victorious
over sin and the grave, grant that sin may no longer live in our hearts. By the
power of His resurrection set our minds on things above, not on earthly
things. Grant that in Christ's resurrection we may conquer sin and find
strength to resist the devil's temptations.
C: Give us a living hope and a lively faith that death may have no power
over us.
M: Rule over the nations of the earth, O Lord, that they may join the hosts of
heaven in songs of Christ's victorious triumph. Bless and preserve our
President and Congress, and all those who govern us in our nation, state, and
town, that justice and peace may prevail. Watch over the members of our
armed forces as they protect our nation from harm and evil. Grant peace to
both soldiers and their families as they spend these holy days apart from
each other.
C: Grant comfort to those whose sons and daughters have been killed in
conflict, and sustain the civilians who have been injured or mourn the
death of loved ones.
M: In every adversity and trial preserve us. Heal the sick, according to your
wisdom and will, giving them the hope of a glorious body in the resurrection
of the dead. In the promise of Easter take from the dying the fear of death.
And to those who mourn, grant comfort in knowing that those who fall
asleep in Jesus shall live eternally. Bestow your gracious favor on our homes
and families and bless them with Easter's joy and consolation.
C: Defend the weak and vulnerable, especially the unborn, the aged, those
who are hungry, homeless, unemployed, and those who are struggling
under the load of troubles and trials.
M: We give thanks for all those who have died and now live with Christ in the
triumph of Easter, especially all our faithful departed loved ones.
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C: Unite us with them in the hope of the resurrection of the dead.
Special prayers and petitions may follow

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer

M: Hear us, O Father, for the sake of Him who is the firstborn of the dead and is
now alive forevermore, Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. It is in his name that
we bring this and every prayer to you, just as he taught…

Lord’s Prayer
The following prayer is what Jesus himself taught his disciples. (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4)

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Blessing
As we close our worship service, we leave with direct blessings from our Lord and God, using the words
that God gave to Aaron the High Priest to bless the Israelites (Numbers 6:22-27).

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve
the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace.
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Closing Hymn: CW 152:1-2, 5-8 I Know that My Redeemer Lives

Take a moment to reflect on today’s message, one of the Bible readings, or on a hymn during the service.
Following the announcements, feel free to leave the chapel when you wish and join us in the fellowship
hall for some refreshments. Have a blessed week because Christ has risen indeed!
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Announcements
Bible Information Class
The Bible Information Class (BIC) continues Tuesdays at 6:00 pm. This class presents what
the Bible teaches, and thus what Light of the Valley Lutheran Church teaches. This class
is a prerequisite for membership here and is a good refresher course for everyone to
grow and deepen their faith. All materials are provided. If interested, please contact
Pastor Klein. He would love to have you attend!

Book of Ecclesiastes Bible Study
Join us Sunday, April 24 at 9:15 am as we begin to study philosophy in the Bible, as
presented in the book of Ecclesiastes. Attend in person at church or via Google Meet
(meet.google.com/pqv-rkqb-zjo). The Bible study recordings will be made available
through the link in the weekly newsletter.

Book of Revelation Bible Study
A new midweek Bible study looking at the book of Revelation will be held Wednesdays
at 6:00 pm, beginning on April 27. For more information, please speak with Pastor Klein.

Supporting the Ukrainian Lutheran Church
WELS, our national church body, is aiding the Ukrainian Lutheran Church, a church body
united with us in fellowship, with relocation expenses, finding places outside of Ukraine
to house their Pastors, and assist with food and fuel costs. If you would like to donate to
this effort, please visit wels.net/wmgift. Use the dropbox above the red “add gift” to
designate your gift for Ukraine.

Evangelism Training
The next session of our evangelism training Bible Study, let by our Evangelism Chairman,
Harry Short, will be Sunday, April 24 at noon. If you have any questions, contact Harry
(outreach@lotvlayton.org; 801-828-7027).

Arts & Crafts
You are invited to join in for an afternoon of art and craft projects on Tuesday, April 19
at 1:00 pm. Contact Brenda Kidd (brendakidd@lotvlayton.org; 801-663-0015) to RSVP.
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Photo Updates
Want an Easter photo or an update for your LOTV member photo? Brenda Kidd and
Wendy Klein will be available on Easter Sunday, both before and after worship, to take
your photo by the area near the southern doors, before the Sunday School room. Look
for the blue backdrop. God bless!

Angels and Demons Bible Study
The Angels & Demons Bible Study, open to everyone, continues April 23 at 5:00 pm. If
you would like to attend, please RSVP to Eric Meinzen (ericmeinzen@gmail.com; 801499-0393) so he can have enough food. Bring a side dish or dessert, if you wish.

Lutheran Recovery Group
There are many things in life that can threaten our relationship with Jesus. So, on Tuesday
nights at 7:00 pm, we have a recovery support group at Light of the Valley to strengthen
each other through God’s Word and to encourage one another. If you have questions,
please contact Faith York (920-691-2332; help@lotvlayton.org).

Help Cleaning Robes
From time to time, the robes that our acolytes (those who light the candles for worship)
wear need cleaning. The robes are machine washable, but also need to be ironed. If you
can help periodically clean these robes, please talk with Pastor Klein. Thank you!

Volunteers for Altar Care
We are looking for additional volunteers to help with altar care (preparing and taking
down communion, refilling candles, changing paraments, etc.). If you are interested,
please talk to Pastor Klein.

Nebraska District Convention Representative
Light of the Valley is looking for a male member, at least 18 years old, to represent our
congregation at this year’s district convention, held June 6-8 in Thornton, CO. Light of
the Valley will pay for his travel and lodging costs. More information can be found at
www.nebraskadistrictconvention.com/. If you are interested, please talk to Pastor Klein.
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This Week at LOTV
Sunday, April 17
Tuesday, April 19

Thursday, April 21
Saturday, April 23
Sunday, April 24

9:15 am
10:30 am
10:00 am
1:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
5:00 pm
9:15 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm

Bible Study for All Ages
Palm Sunday Worship
Homeschool Arts & Crafts
Arts & Crafts
Bible Information Class
Lutheran Recovery Group
AA Meeting
Angels & Demons Bible Study
Bible Study for All Ages
Worship w/ Holy Communion
Evangelism Training

Church Membership: What Does it Mean?
There are over 80 member households at Light of the Valley
(LOTV). Church membership is the tangible connection to the
family of faith that is our congregation. It is a connection
consisting of unity in the Bible’s teachings and commitment to
the mission, ministry, and members of this congregation. Participation in the Sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper at LOTV says, among other things, that you are so united and
committed to this congregation and Christ’s service.
Our Bible Information Class (BIC) explains the Bible’s teachings as confessed by our
Lutheran church. It also explains the mission and ministry of this congregation so that
inquirers can decide if they want to be committed members of it. The current class
offering is Tuesday nights at 6:00 pm. You can also listen the lessons on our church
website by clicking on the “Learn” and then the “Bible Information Class” tabs on the
main front-page menu.
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