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Welcome
The good I want to do I do not do; the evil I don’t want to do, this I keep on doing. This
wrestle is called the law, or pattern, of sin. We all see this in our lives, including someone
as great as the Apostle Paul. Does that mean that we are defeated by our sinful nature?
No! We are undefeated by the law of sin since Christ was condemned in the flesh for us.

Guests & Visitors
We are so thankful that you joined us for worship! Please fill out a guest card located
underneath the second and fourth chair in front of you and give this card to the pastor
or fill out our online guestbook on our church website. If there is any other way that we
can serve you, please let us know. God bless your worship!

Information
Restrooms are located on your right as you exit the back of the sanctuary.
The Fellowship Hall is located to the left of the sanctuary.
A Playroom & Nursery are available for small children, located to your right as you exit
the back of the sanctuary, near the entrance to the Ladies’ Restroom.
Worship Folders & Children’s Bulletins and crayons are available on the table to the
right of the center doors of the sanctuary.
Prayer Requests can be made by filling out the prayer request book as you enter church
or by speaking with the pastor.

Serving in Worship
Music: Gail Vander Wal
Ushers: Steve Vander Wal & Eric Meinzen
Lay Reader: Harry Short
Acolyte: James Klein
Communion Assistant: Harry Short
Worship Leader: Pastor Jonathan Klein
Light of the Valley is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS).
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Order of Worship
In our worship, God comes to us in his Word and his Sacraments, and we respond with our praise and
thanksgiving to him. All are welcome to participate as indicated. The parts marked M are spoken or sung
by the minister, and the parts marked C are spoken or sung by everyone in the congregation.

Opening Hymn: CW 385 Chief of Sinners Though I Be
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STAND

M: Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord (†) Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.

Confession & Absolution of Sins
In the confession of sins, we acknowledge our sins and ask God to forgive them. The absolution gives and
assures us that we are forgiven by the substitutionary life and death of Jesus Christ.

M: Most holy and merciful Father:
C: We confess to you and to one another, that we have sinned by our own
fault in thought, word, and deed; by what we have done and by what
we have left undone.
M: We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others, as
we have been forgiven.
C: Have mercy on us, Lord.
M: We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not
been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
C: Have mercy on us, Lord.
M: We confess to you our private sins.
Silent reflection of personal sins.

Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us.
C: Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great.
M: The Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the
death of sinners but rather that they turn from their wickedness and live.
Therefore, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
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(†) and of the Holy Spirit. During these days of Lent, let us implore God to
give us renewal and his Holy Spirit.
C: O Lord, my God, I called to you for help, and you answered me. I thank
you for the love you have shown me in Jesus Christ, my Savior. Through
him you have rescued me from the guilt of my sin and given me the
peace of forgiveness. Help me fight against temptation, correct
whatever wrongs I can, and serve you and those around me with love
and good works. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen.

Prayer and Praise
Because we have been forgiven all of our sins, we thank God in song for saving us from eternal damnation
in hell using words from Psalm 31.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord!

Prayer of the Day
M: Let us pray: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, your mercies are new every
morning; and though we deserve only punishment, you receive us as your
children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may
heartily acknowledge your merciful goodness, give thanks for all your
benefits, and serve you in willing obedience; through your Son, Jesus Christ
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our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C: Amen.
BE SEATED

The Word of God
This section is the heart and high point of our service. What follows is not the uncertain word of
untrustworthy human beings. It is the Word of God that has called us to faith and strengthens our faith
in Jesus as our Savior from sin, death, and the devil.

First Bible Reading: Psalm 32
Of David. A Maskil. 1 How joyful is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose
sin is covered! 2 How joyful is a person whom the LORD does not charge with
iniquity and in whose spirit is no deceit!
3

When I kept silent, my bones became brittle from my groaning all day long. 4
For day and night your hand was heavy on me; my strength was drained as in
the summer’s heat. Selah
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5

Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not conceal my iniquity. I said, “I

will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
Selah
6

Therefore let everyone who is faithful pray to you immediately. When great

floodwaters come, they will not reach him. 7 You are my hiding place; you protect
me from trouble. You surround me with joyful shouts of deliverance. Selah
8

I will instruct you and show you the way to go; with my eye on you, I will give

counsel. 9 Do not be like a horse or mule, without understanding, that must be
controlled with bit and bridle or else it will not come near you.
10

Many pains come to the wicked, but the one who trusts in the LORD will have
faithful love surrounding him. 11 Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, you righteous
ones; shout for joy, all you upright in heart.

Second Bible Reading: Romans 8:1-10
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus,, 2 because the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and
death. 3 For what the law could not do since it was weakened by the flesh, God
did. He condemned sin in the flesh by sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh as a sin offering,, 4 in order that the law’s requirement would be
fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
5
For those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on the things of
the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit have their minds set on the
things of the Spirit. 6 Now the mindset of the flesh is death, but the mindset of
the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The mindset of the flesh is hostile to God because it
does not submit to God’s law. Indeed, it is unable to do so. 8 Those who are in
the flesh cannot please God. 9 You, however, are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit,
if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. If anyone does not have the Spirit of
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Christ, he does not belong to him.

10

Now if Christ is in you, the body is dead

because of sin, but the Spirit gives life because of righteousness.
STAND

Gospel Reading: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
All the tax collectors and sinners were approaching to listen to him. 2 And the
Pharisees and scribes were complaining, “This man welcomes sinners and eats
with them.”
3

So he told them this parable:

11

“A man had two sons.

12

The younger of them

said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the estate I have coming to me.’
So he distributed the assets to them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son
gathered together all he had and traveled to a distant country, where he
squandered his estate in foolish living. 14 After he had spent everything, a severe
famine struck that country, and he had nothing. 15 Then he went to work for one
of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 He
longed to eat his fill from the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one would
give him anything. 17 When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my
father’s hired workers have more than enough food, and here I am dying of
hunger! 18 I’ll get up, go to my father, and say to him, “Father, I have sinned
against heaven and in your sight. 19 I’m no longer worthy to be called your son.
Make me like one of your hired workers.” ’ 20 So he got up and went to his father.
But while the son was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion. He ran, threw his arms around his neck, and kissed him. 21 The son
said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight. I’m no longer
worthy to be called your son.’
“But the father told his servants, ‘Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on
him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Then bring the fattened
22
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calf and slaughter it, and let’s celebrate with a feast,

24

because this son of mine

was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ So they began to celebrate.
“Now his older son was in the field; as he came near the house, he heard music
and dancing. 26 So he summoned one of the servants, questioning what these
25

things meant. 27 ‘Your brother is here,’ he told him, ‘and your father has
slaughtered the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’
28

“Then he became angry and didn’t want to go in. So his father came out and

pleaded with him. 29 But he replied to his father, ‘Look, I have been slaving many
years for you, and I have never disobeyed your orders, yet you never gave me a
goat so that I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came,
who has devoured your assets with prostitutes, you slaughtered the fattened calf
for him.’
“ ‘Son,’ he said to him, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours.
But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead
and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ ”
31
32

M: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
BE SEATED

Children’s Message
The children are invited up to the front of church for a message from the pastor.
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Hymn of the Day: CW 377:1-5 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice
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Sermon on Romans 8:1-10
The sermon, for the most part, is a one-sided conversation from the pastor meant to apply God’s Word
to your life. What follows is a general outline of today’s message.

1) What is the law of sin? How do I see it in my life?

2) How am I undefeated by the law of sin?

3) How will I own the fact that the Spirit of Christ is in me in my battle against
the law of sin?

STAND
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Confession of Faith: The Nicene Creed
The Creed is a summary of the Christian faith and a confession of the whole Christian Church on earth
concerning the teachings of Scripture and especially of the person of Jesus Christ. Believers join their
voices with one another and the whole Christian Church on earth to confess God’s truth.

M: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
BE SEATED

Thank Offering to God
The offering is an opportunity for us to return thanks to God for all that he has done for us. You can also
set up electronic giving with Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement, which you can find on our website
(www.lotvlayton.org) under the “Worship” tab or download it from any app store and start using it
today. Another way is to “Give By Text” by texting to 833-946-1361 the amount you wish to donate, using
the $ before the amount; then follow the instructions in the reply text. If you encounter any problems,
contact our Financial Secretary, Brian Koopman (801-510-1467; finsec@lotvlayton.org).
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STAND

Prayer of the Church
The Lord invites our prayers and asks that Christians pray for many people and circumstances. He
promises to listen to them and respond according to his will in a way that is best for us. With that in mind,
we approach our God with confidence and faith in him and his promises. You can request prayers by
filling out the prayer request sheet as you come into church or by speaking to Pastor Klein.

M: In this season of repentance and healing we accept God’s call to be mindful
of the needs of others, offering our prayers on behalf of those in God’s
Church and world.
Each petition concludes with these words:

M: God of mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude with these words:

M: All these things and whatever else you see that we need, grant us, O God, for
the sake of Christ, who died and rose again, and now lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
The following prayer is what Jesus himself taught his disciples. (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4)

M: And we pray the prayer that you have taught us…
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
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The Sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness
of sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear
witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
M: Blessed are you, O Lord God, King of the universe. Before the creation of the
world, you chose to redeem us with the precious blood of your Son,
C: a Lamb without blemish or defect.
M: We give you humble and heartfelt thanks that by the mystery of Christ’s holy
incarnation,
C: you have made him our brother and helper forever.
M: By his birth, circumcision, and perfect obedience,
C: you have purified us from all sin.
M: By his baptism, fasting, and temptation,
C: you have become our righteousness, holiness, and redemption.
M: By his agony, bloody sweat, and cruel scourging,
C: you have crushed the head of our ancient enemy.
M: By his precious cross, death, and burial,
C: you have turned the gloomy portal of death into the bright gateway to
the everlasting Eden.
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M: Remembering your Son’s death and resurrection, we receive in repentance
and joy his body and blood. Strengthen us through this gift for our
pilgrimage on earth until, together at last, we shall eat and drink with our
Savior anew in the kingdom of God.
C: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes. Amen.

Words of Institution
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take
and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from
it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God
The words we sing are taken from John 1:29. Believers come as spiritual beggars and cry out to Christ,
the Lamb of God, to have mercy on us and to take away our sin.

15 | P a g e

BE SEATED

Distribution
On the basis of what God’s Word says, the Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity
in beliefs. Therefore, we kindly ask that only confirmed members of Light of the
Valley and of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod and those in fellowship
with us partake of Holy Communion. We encourage those who would like to
receive Holy Communion with us to speak with the Pastor before doing so.

Distribution Hymn: Take and Eat
As the Lord’s Supper is being distributed, you are welcome to sing with the refrain of “Take and Eat.”
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STAND

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent
your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have
given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not
forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we
willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Blessing
As we close our worship service, we leave with direct blessings from our Lord and God, using the words
that God gave to Aaron the High Priest to bless the Israelites (Numbers 6:22-27).

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve
the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace.
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Closing Hymn: CW 379 Amazing Grace – How Sweet the Sound

Take a moment to reflect on today’s message, one of the Bible readings, or on a hymn during the service.
Following the announcements, feel free to leave the chapel when you wish and join us in the fellowship
hall for some refreshments. Have a blessed week!
Copyright © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-720723. Scripture
quotations have been taken from the Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission
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Announcements
Book of Job Bible Study
Join us as we study the book of Job on Sunday mornings at 9:15 am, in which we learn
how to be a Christian friend to someone who is suffering. Attend in person at church or
via Google Meet (meet.google.com/pqv-rkqb-zjo). The Bible study recordings will be
made available through the link in the weekly newsletter.

Midweek Lenten Worship
Everyone is invited to join us for special midweek Lenten Vespers (evening) worship
services. These services are held every Wednesday through April 6, starting at 7:00 pm.

Nebraska District Convention Representative
Light of the Valley is looking for a male member, at least 18 years old, to represent our
congregation at this year’s district convention, held June 6-8 in Thornton, CO. Light of
the Valley will pay for his travel and lodging costs. More information can be found at
www.nebraskadistrictconvention.com/. If you are interested, please talk to Pastor Klein.

Postcards for Outreach
So many of you have invited, and continue to invite, the people you know to come and
hear God’s Word and his life-changing message of forgiveness and righteousness lived
for us. We have postcards on the table in the entry way for you to use to help make this
invite a little easier. You can mail it with a single regular stamp, hand deliver it, or display
it at home or work. Use the postcard however you see fit to invite someone to come
worship with us and hear how we are UNDEFEATED in Christ! God bless you as you shine
as the Light of the Valley.

April Calendar Available
The April calendar is available on the information table by the bulletin board between
the restrooms. You can also download it on our church website (www.lotvlayton.org)
under the calendar tab.

Volunteers for Altar Care
We are looking for additional volunteers to help with altar care (preparing and taking
down communion, refilling candles, changing paraments, etc.). If you are interested,
please talk to Pastor Klein.
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Bible Information Class
The Bible Information Class (BIC) continues Tuesdays at 6:00 pm. This class presents what
the Bible teaches, and thus what Light of the Valley Lutheran Church teaches. This class
is a prerequisite for membership here and is a good refresher course for everyone to
grow and deepen their faith. All materials are provided. If interested, please contact
Pastor Klein. He would love to have you attend!

Supporting the Ukrainian Lutheran Church
WELS, our national church body, is aiding the Ukrainian Lutheran Church, a church body
united with us in fellowship, with relocation expenses, finding places outside of Ukraine
to house their Pastors, and assist with food and fuel costs. If you would like to donate to
this effort, please visit wels.net/wmgift. Use the dropbox above the red “add gift” to
designate your gift for Ukraine.

Church Directory Updates
We are currently in the process of updating our church membership directory. If you’ve
had any changes to your contact information, please contact our volunteer office
assistant, Danielle Geistfeld, at secretary@lotvlayton.org. Additionally, you can choose
which information you want included by emailing your preferences to Danielle.

Easter Breakfast Volunteers
Easter Sunday breakfast is back! If you would like to help with this year’s breakfast, signup sheets are on the bulletin board between the restrooms. Food donations, as well as
volunteers to help prep and set up beforehand and clean up afterwards are needed. If
you have questions, please contact Roxanne Lopez (702-688-9825).

Speaking the Truth in Love Witnessing Seminar
Truth in Love Ministry, a WELS affiliate ministry, is holding an in-person seminar on
Sunday, March 27 from 3:00 pm - 6:30 pm in West Haven, UT. Come to learn a basic
overview of the beliefs and practices of our neighbors and explore ways to start
conversations about Christ in truth and love. For more information, please visit
tilm.org/events/.

Arts & Crafts
You are invited to join in for an afternoon of art and craft projects on Tuesday, April 5 at
1:00 pm. Contact Brenda Kidd (brendakidd@lotvlayton.org; 801-663-0015) to RSVP.
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