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Welcome
Our sight tends to be the sense we trust most. We believe it when we see it, right? That
presents a problem when it comes to the work of God. So often what our eye sees differs
from what God decrees and does. So, to assure his children, God connects his grace,
power, and blessing to something we can see—a visible sign: baptism.

Guests & Visitors
We are so thankful that you joined us for worship! Please fill out a guest card located
underneath the second and fourth chair in front of you and give this card to the pastor
or fill out our online guestbook on our church website. If there is any other way that we
can serve you, please let us know. God bless your worship!

Information
Restrooms are located on your right as you exit the back of the sanctuary.
The Fellowship Hall is located to the left of the sanctuary.
A Playroom & Nursery are available for small children, located to your right as you exit
the back of the sanctuary, near the entrance to the Ladies’ Restroom.
Worship Folders & Children’s Bulletins and crayons are available on the table to the
right of the center doors of the sanctuary.
Prayer Requests can be made by filling out the prayer request book as you enter church
or by speaking with the pastor.

Serving in Worship
Music: Gail Vander Wal
Ushers: Tyler Jackson & Eric Meinzen
Communion Assistant: Joel Schwarz
Acolyte: Darius McAdams
Lay Reader: Joel Schwarz
Worship Leader: Pastor Jonathan Klein
Light of the Valley is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod
(WELS).
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Order of Worship
In our worship, God comes to us in his Word and his Sacraments, and we respond with our praise and
thanksgiving to him. All are welcome to participate as indicated. The parts marked M are spoken or sung
by the minister, and the parts marked C are spoken or sung by everyone in the congregation.
STAND

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

M: I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born
of water and the Spirit.
C: Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.
(John 3:5,6)

M: Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our mothers conceived us.
(Psalm 51:5)

C: But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
(1 Corinthians 6:11)
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M: As baptized children of God, we confess our sins.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done
what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins,
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me,
a sinner.
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M: Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy,
cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present
her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other
blemish, but holy and blameless. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and
by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Prayer of the Day
M: Let us pray:
Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed
him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who
are baptized into Christ faithful in our calling as your children and make us
heirs with him of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
BE SEATED
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The Word of God
This section is the heart and high point of our service. What follows is not the uncertain word of
untrustworthy human beings. It is the Word of God that has called us to faith and strengthens our faith
in Jesus as our Savior from sin, death, and the devil.

First Bible Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected
him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending
you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.”
2

But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”

The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the
LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to
anoint for me the one I indicate.”
4

Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the
town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?”
5

Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate
yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and
his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
6

When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed
stands here before the LORD.”
7

But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for

I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things people look at. People
look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”
8

Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel
said, “The LORD has not chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass
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by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the LORD chosen this one.”

10

Jesse had seven of

his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The LORD has not chosen
these.” 11 So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.”
Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”
12

So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and

had a fine appearance and handsome features.
Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”
13

So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his

brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon
David. Samuel then went to Ramah.

Second Lesson: Titus 3:4-7
4

But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not
because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved
us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he
poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having
been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal
life.
STAND
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Gospel Reading
M: The Gospel for the first Sunday after the Epiphany of our Lord comes from
Luke chapter 3 reading verses 15 to 17, 21, and 22.

15

The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if
John might possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
17
His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the
wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
21

When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he
was praying, heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom
I love; with you I am well pleased.”

M: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
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Confession of Faith: The Sacrament of Holy Baptism
God has chosen to give us his grace through the means of his Word and the Sacraments of Holy
Communion and Baptism. Today, we confess what God’s Word says about baptism.

M: What is Baptism?
C: Baptism is not just plain water, but it is water used by God's command
and connected with God's Word as Christ says, "Go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit!" (Matthew 28:19)
M: What does Baptism do for us?
C: Baptism works forgiveness of sin, delivers from death and the devil, and
gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises
of God declare: "Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but
whoever does not believe will be condemned." (Mark 16:16)
M: How can water do such great things?
C: It is certainly not the water that does such things, but God's Word which
is in and with the water, and faith which trusts this Word used with the
water as God says through St. Paul, "God saved us through the washing
of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.” (Titus 3:5)
M: What does baptizing with water mean?
C: Baptism means that the old Adam in us should be drowned by daily
contrition and repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put
to death. It also means that a new person should daily arise to live
before God in righteousness and purity forever as God says through St.
Paul, "We were buried with Christ through baptism into death in order
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the
Father, we too may live a new life." Amen. (Romans 6:4)
BE SEATED
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Children’s Message
The children are invited up to the front of church for a message from the pastor.

Hymn of the Day: God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It
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Sermon based on Titus 3:4-7
The sermon, for the most part, is a one-sided conversation from the pastor meant to apply God’s Word
to your life. In order to help with this application, consider these questions during or after the sermon.

1) Can I take any credit at all for being saved?
2) Who does get all the credit for me being saved? Why?
STAND
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BE SEATED

Thank Offering to God
The offering is an opportunity for us to return thanks to God for all that he has done for us. You can also
set up electronic giving with Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement, which you can find on our website
(www.lotvlayton.org) under the “Worship” tab or download it from any app store and start using it
today. Another way is to “Give By Text” by texting to 833-946-1361 the amount you wish to donate, using
the $ before the amount; then follow the instructions in the reply text. If you encounter any problems,
contact our Financial Secretary, Brian Koopman (801-510-1467; finsec@lotvlayton.org).
STAND

Prayer of the Church
The Lord invites our prayers and asks that Christians pray for many people and circumstances. He
promises to listen to them and respond according to his will in a way that is best for us. With that in mind,
we approach our God with confidence and faith in him and his promises.

Lord’s Prayer
The following prayer is what Jesus himself taught his disciples. (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4)

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
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The Sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness
of sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear
witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns.

M: The Lord be with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory
as your only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth
and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Holy, Holy, Holy
Christ destroyed death and destroyed the power of Satan. We join the saints and angels in a song of
praise to our God in what is called the “Sanctus.”

Words of Institution
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat;
this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
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Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O Christ, Lamb of God
The words we sing are taken from John 1:29. Believers come as spiritual beggars and cry out to Christ,
the Lamb of God, to have mercy on us and to take away our sin.

BE SEATED
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Distribution
On the basis of what God’s Word says, the Lord’s Supper is an expression of
unity in beliefs. Therefore, we kindly ask that only confirmed members of Light
of the Valley and of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod partake of Holy
Communion. We encourage those who would like to receive Holy Communion
with us to speak with the Pastor before doing so.

Distribution Hymn: Take and Eat
As the Lord’s Supper is being distributed, you are welcome to sing with the refrain of “Take and Eat.”

STAND

Song of Simeon
The words of this song as based on Simon’s praises when he finally saw his Savior (Luke 2:29-32).
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent
your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have
given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not
forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we
willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Blessing
As we close our worship service, we leave with direct blessings from our Lord and God, using the words
that God gave to Aaron the High Priest to bless the Israelites (Numbers 6:22-27).

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve
the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
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The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace.

Closing Hymn: CW 297 Baptized in Water

Take a moment to reflect on today’s message, one of the Bible readings, or on a hymn during the service.
Following the announcements, feel free to leave the chapel when you wish and join us in the fellowship
hall for some refreshments. Have a blessed week!
Copyright © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-720723. Scripture
quotations from the Holy Bible, New International Version, copyright 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 International Bible Society.
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A Look Back at God’s Grace at LOTV in 2021
Light of the Valley exists as a congregation to glorify God by growing in his Word and boldly
shining the Light of Jesus to others. We have done so by nurturing and caring for people
spiritually with the Word of God. Here are some of the people that have been served through
the efforts of this congregation during 2021, adding to their story and our story with God’s
story.

New Members
These are the people who confessed unity with us in what God teaches in his Holy Word,
whether by confirmation, transfer of membership, or profession of faith.
Tom Chidester
Eric, Paula, Miaella, & Arianna Cudnohoske
Hermine Langston
Dan & Robyn Gomez
Jeremy, Heather, Emerson, Bennett, & Hamilton Katt
Sue Twarowski

Baptisms
These are the people that were washed clean in the waters of Holy Baptism and adopted into
the family of God as he removed their sins forever – all past, present, and future sins.
Kalvin Cutkomp

Rebel Ibarra

Saints Triumphant
These are the people under our spiritual care who completed their walk of faith on this earth
and now sing praises to our gracious and loving Father in heaven. We look forward to being
reunited with them there.
Louis Arteaga Jr.
Larry Hendrixson

Eliana Klagges

How many more people will be touched in this new year by our efforts to reach out to our
community with the Good News of what Christ has done for them? Only God knows. Let’s
share God’s Light with others so that they, too, can be a part of his story. God bless you in
2022!
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Announcements
Book of Job Bible Study
Join us as we study the book of Job on Sunday mornings at 9:15 am, in which we learn
how to be a Christian friend to someone who is suffering. Attend in person at church or
via Google Meet (meet.google.com/pqv-rkqb-zjo). The Bible study recordings will be
made available through the link in the weekly newsletter.

College Age Bible Study
Our college age Bible study on Romans continues Thursday, January 13 at 5:00 pm. For
more information, please contact Pastor Klein.

Evangelism Training
The next session of our evangelism training Bible Study, let by our Evangelism Chairman,
Harry Short, will be Sunday, January 16 at noon. If you have any questions, contact Harry
(outreach@lotvlayton.org; 801-828-7027).

Special Needs Worship
Our Jesus Cares special needs worship service will be held next on Saturday, January 15
at 11:00 am. If you know someone with special needs, extend them an invitation. Contact
Harry Short (801-828-7027; outreach@lotvlayton.org) for details.

Angels and Demons Bible Study
The Angels & Demons Bible Study, open to everyone, continues January 15 at 5:00 pm. If
you would like to attend, please RSVP to Eric Meinzen (ericmeinzen@gmail.com; 801499-0393) so he can have enough food. Bring a side dish or dessert if you wish.

January Edition of Forward In Christ
Forward in Christ is a magazine produced by our national church body. While we are
waiting on paper copies to be delivered, you can also access the content digitally at
nph.net/digitalfic.

Financial Peace University
Tell your money where to go instead of wondering where it went! Join my virtual
Financial Peace University class and learn to make a budget you’ll actually stick to. We
meet online, so you won’t even have to leave home. Visit fpu.com/1143374 to sign up
for my class and start your 14-day free trial of Financial Peace! Class starts Thursday,
January 13 at 6:30 pm. Contact Eric Meinzen (801-499-0393; ericmeinzen@gmail.com) if
you have any questions.
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